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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-17 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 5 112 
The second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112 is directed to requirements for the 
claims: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 
There are two separate requirements set forth in this paragraph: 

(A) the claims must set forth the subject matter that applicants regard as their 
invention; and 

(B) the claims must particularly point out and distinctly define the metes and 
bounds of the subject matter that will be protected by the patent grant. 

2. Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, and 14 teach setting fees for the service beneficiaries at 
stages. It is unclear what is the meaning of the term stages in the claim. It is 
interpreted to mean that a variable fee structure is provided to the service 
beneficiaries. 

3. Claims 12 teaches a client terminal unit with a changing means for 
assigning a change. It is unclear what is the meaning of the term changing 
means in the claim. It is interpreted to mean that there is a user interface or a 
webpage using which the client changes the type of service he desires. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17are rejected under 102(b) 
as being anticipated by the article written by David DeKok titled "Low-priced 
Internet access offered Subscribers would see floating ad banners on PCs" in the 
Patriot - News on August 12, 1999 on page B.07 (hereinafter DeKok). 

In reference to claims 1 and 16, DeKok teaches a method of providing 
services and a service-providing program that makes a computer execute the 
steps of: making service beneficiaries select at least one of the frequency and 
the quantity of advertising to be added the services provided (i.e. seeing an 
advertisement all the time or none of the time) (page 1 lines 1-2 and 16-17 and 
page 2 lines 27-29); and setting a fee for the provision of services (i.e. 
discounted or regular priced access) to the service beneficiaries, according to at 
least one of the frequency and the quantity of advertising selected (i.e. seeing an 
advertisement all the time or none of the time) (page 1 lines 1-2 and 7-17 and 
page 2 lines 27-29). 

5. In reference to claims 3, 6, and 9, DeKok teaches a method, computer- 
readable medium (i.e. a website accessed via a computer) (page 2 lines 30-33), 
and the program-executing apparatus (i.e. a computer) of providing services and 
the program-executing apparatus, wherein, at least one of the frequency and the 
quantity advertising selected can be changed during the provision the services 
(i.e. the monthly plan with advertising is $5.95 a month and without it is $9.95 a 
month, and hence the user can change the quantity of advertising during the 
provision of the service by selecting among the two price plans) (page 1 lines 1- 
2, 8-9, and 16-17). 
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6. In reference to claims 4 and 7, DeKok teaches a computer-readable 
recording medium recorded with service-providing program and a program- 
executing apparatus for executing a computer program, service-providing 
program comprising and making a computer execute the steps of (i.e. letting 
consumers sign-up for the service using a computer) (page 2 lines 30-33): 
making service beneficiaries select least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising to be added to the services provided (i.e. seeing an advertisement all 
the time or none of the time) (page 1 lines 1-2 and 16-17 and page 2 lines 27- 
29); and setting a fee for the provision of services to the service beneficiaries (i.e. 
discounted or regular priced access), according to least one frequency and the 
quantity of advertising selected (i.e. seeing an advertisement all the time or none 
of the time) (i.e. discounted or regular priced access) (page 1 lines 1-2 and 7-17 
and page 2 lines 27-29). 

7. In reference to claim 10, DeKok teaches a contents distribution system 
(i.e. and Internet Service Providers (ISPs) contents distribution system), 
comprising: client terminal unit connected to a predetermined network (i.e. to 
access the website, the user computer has to be connected to a network) (page 
2 lines 25-33), and having selecting means (i.e. signing up for the respective plan 
online with or without the advertisements) for selecting at least one of the 
frequency and the quantity advertising be added to the contents be distributed 
(page 2 lines 30-33); and distribution unit having distribution means distributing 
the contents added with the advertising corresponding to least of frequency and 
the quantity selected by the selecting means of the client terminal the client 
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terminal via the predetermined network (i.e. providing the ad banner with the 
subsidized service) (page 1 1-2, 8-11, and 16-17), and charging means for 
charging a fee contents distributed to the client terminal unit (i.e. user can sign up 
for the service online), according to at least one of the frequency and the quantity 
of advertising selected by the selecting means the client terminal unit (page 1 
lines 1-2, 8-9, and 16-17 and page 2 lines 21-22 and 27-33). 
8. In reference to claims 13 and 17, DeKok teaches a computer-readable 
recording medium recorded with a contents distribution program and a contents 
distribution program, the contents distribution program comprising and making a 
computer execute the steps of: making a client terminal unit connected to 
predetermined network select at least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising to be added to the contents to be distributed (i.e. the user makes a 
decision which plan the user wants, the $5.95 per month plan with 
advertisements or the $9.95 per month plan without advertisements when the 
user signs up for the service with the ISP online) (page 1 lines 1-2, 8-9, and 16- 
17 and page 2 lines 30-31); making a distribution unit connected to the 
predetermined network add the advertising corresponding to at least one of the 
frequency and the quantity selected by the client terminal unit to the contents, 
and distribute the contents added with the advertising to the client terminal unit 
(i.e. provide access with or without the floating ad banner) (page 1 lines 1-2, 8-9, 
and 16-17 and page 2 lines 27-29); and making the distribution unit charge a fee 
for the contents distributed to the client terminal unit, according to at least one of 
the frequency and the quantity of advertising selected by the client terminal unit 
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(i.e. user can pay either a $5.95 per month fee with advertisements, a $99.95 
lifetime payment with advertisements, or a $9.95 per month fee without 
advertisements) (page 1 lines 1-2, 8-9, and 16-17 and page 2 lines 21-22). 
9. Disclaimer: Claim 12 was found to be deficient under U.S. C. 112 second 
paragraph. To the extent the claimed invention was understood, the following art 
was applied. 

In reference to claims 12 and 15, DeKok teaches the contents distribution 
system wherein the client terminal unit has changing means for assigning a 
change and the computer-readable recording medium comprising and making a 
computer assign a change in at least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising during the reception of the contents (i.e. user can select which 
service plan the user desires, the $5.95 per month one with advertising or the 
$9.95 per month one without advertising) (page 1 lines 1-2, 8-9, and 16-17), and 
the distribution means of the distribution unit adds the advertising according to at 
least one of the frequency and the quantity changed by the changing means of 
the client terminal unit, and distributes the contents added with the advertising to 
the client terminal unit (i.e. the ISP adds the advertising banner if the user selects 
the $5.95 per month plan) (page 1 lines 1-2 and 8-1 1 and page 2 lines 27-29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Disclaimer: Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, and 14 were found to be deficient under 

U.S.C. 112 second paragraph. To the extent the claimed invention was 

understood, the following art was applied. 

Claims 2, 5, 8, 1 1 , and 14 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeKok in view of the article written by Lashabi Britton titled 
"Free at last" in the Black Enterprise in November 2000 in volume 31, issue 4, 
and on page 70 (hereinafter Britton). 

In reference to claims 2,5,8,11, and 14, DeKok teaches the method, 
computer-readable medium (i.e. a website accessed via a computer) (page 2 
lines 30-33) of providing services, the program-executing apparatus (i.e. a 
computer and a website), the contents distribution system (i.e. an ISP's content 
distribution system), and the computer-readable recording medium recorded with 
a contents distribution program that makes a compute execute the steps of 
setting fees wherein the fees charged for the services to be provided to the 
service beneficiaries are set at stages (i.e. the amount charged is variable based 
on advertising content), according to at least one of the frequency and the 
quantity of advertising selected (page 1 lines 1-2, 8-9, and 16-17). 

In reference to claims 2, 5, 8, 1 1 , and 14, DeKok does not teach the 
method of providing services wherein the fees charged for the services to be 
provided to the service beneficiaries include free of charge. Britton specifically 
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teaches providing free of charge services to the service beneficiaries (page 1 
lines 1-5 and 7-14, page 2 lines 19 and 27-34). It would have been obvious to 
modify DeKok to include the free of charge option for service beneficiaries to 
further lower the costs of providing service access to customers who are willing 
to view even a greater amount of advertising in order to further subsidize access 
fees. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure include the following. 

a) Shaw Patent Number 5,809,242. Teaches a method for displaying 
advertisements to subsidize electronic mail service. 

b) Toader Patent Number 5,749,075. Teaches the method for 
providing prepaid Internet access including the distribution of 
specialized calling cards. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Namrata (Pinky) Boveja whose telephone 
number is 571-272-8105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The 
Central FAX number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,671 
Art Unit: 3622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 1866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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